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The Worshipful Master's Message
Front page of The Perth Courier says it all. Our meeting of November 2nd was shared with our community in a very
special and colourful ceremony. Those in attendance saw the Grand Master presented Brother George Clark with the very
prestigious "William Mercer Wilson Medal," for outstanding masonic service. Brother Clark, receiving his medal and
certificate from the Grand Master appeared front and center of the newspaper.
The Grand Master spoke with good humor, sincerity and great dignity about the masonic career of Brother Clark and his
contribution to the craft. Brother Clark, as the center of activity did us proud. Well done George!
One of my projects this year was to establish a small lending library. The idea came in part for completing the "College of
Freemasonry Course", last year and coming to appreciate that the more one knows about the craft the more enjoyable it is
to be a member. The library is now available in the Lodge banquet room. I am still looking to add more masonic books to
the collection including fictional novels that refer to the craft. Three of our newest brothers have at least two books
signed out - a good start. Your contributions of books and documents to the library would be appreciated.

A recommendation from the collection is "First Grand Master," by Bruce M. Pearce. The life of William Mercer Wilson:
reads like an adventure novel - an outstanding man.
n

In closing, let me again encourage you to attend our December 7'h meeting. We will start with a Christmas banquet to be
followed by a regular meeting. You are invited to bring a non-masonic guest - your significant other, wife, spouse, lady
friend, best friend or another who might appreciate the evening, the banquet, and would like to learn a little about what
happens in the Lodge. See last months
"Highlights" for details and/or contact W.
Bro. Ted Church at (613) 264- 312 for
further details and tickets.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
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WHAT'S INSIDE

?

page 2: True Briton's Christmas Party.
page 3: Grand Master Honours Bro. George
Clark in our lodge.
page 4: Freemasonry: A secret society or

Worshipful Master
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MEMBERS' CORI\ER:
If

you are ill in hospital or at home, we
wish you comfort and a speedy recovery.
If you are faced with difficulty or need,
remember that we are vour brothers and
call for help

Brethren Unwell.
W.Bro Lowell Yorke
Bro Jim Smith
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HAPPY ANNIVER5ARY IIREETINES
CONGRATULATIONS to the following brethren
who were initiated into Freemasonry in DECEMBER
1968
_Bro. Douglas Brown,
Bro. James Wiclcware, 1975
Bro. Michael Porubovic, 1981
W.Bro. Robert A. Cosh: l99l
Bro. Charles Patton,
1997
Bro. Thomas Musgrave 1998
Bro. Colin S. Cooper
2012
Bro. Kenneth R. Turriff 1986

IMPORTANT MEETINGS
TO ATTEND AND VISITS
TO MAKE THIS MONTH:
"

Nov 23:(Monday) DDGM's official
visit to Macoy Lodge 242.Lyn:
Dinner 6:30
Nov.30:7:00 p.m.True Briton's Committee of General
Purposes.
Dec. 7 (Monday) True Briton's Xmas party for the
Brethren and guests 6::30 p.m. Regular Meeting 7:30 pm
see opposite column).

Dec.9 (Wednesday)DDGM's Official Visit to Harmony
Lodge 370, Phillipsville: dinner 6:30 p.m..

Dec. 14 (Monday) DDGM's official visit to Salem Lodge
No. 368, Brockville, Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Jan,4,2016 (Monday)_ True Briton's Regular Meeting,

DECEMBER
MEETING

S* - &itistnsg Dtnasr
December 7thr2015

Brethren, don't forget.that your Ladies are invited for
dinner at our December Meeting. After the meal the
guests will be entertained with basic information on
Masonry so that they have some idea of what we are
all about. As the Ladies are invited and to ensure
sufficient space and food is available, this dinner is to
available by pre-sold tickets only. Tickets are $20
for members and $10 for guest. A turkey dinner for 2
for $30 is a pretty good deal. Please book your tickets
as soon as possible through the Junior Warden.
Tickets are available only until November 26th from
the Junior Warden. Contact Ted Church at

home at 613-264-8312, on his cell at
613-464-0136 or by e-mail at

tchurch@ripnet.com.
Don't wait and forget. Book your tickets today.

Christmas Eve at the Pearly Gates
Too much Christmas Cheer led to a triple
fatality accident and the three pals found
themselves seeking admission to heaven.
On this special night ,St. Peter required each
to present some proof that his thoughts were centered on
Christmas.
The first man search his pockets and found some
mistletoe and this got him in
The second man had a Christmas Cracker in his
pocket which got him admitted as well
The third mad reached into his pocket and pulled
out a pair ofnylon stockings. St. Peter looked confused
and asked "What have these to do with Christmas?"
"They're Carol's " replied the man. (H.Seeley)

7:30 p.m.

FO[]R STAGES IN LIFE:
You believe in Santa Claus.
You don't believe in Santa Claus.
You are Santa Claus.
You look like Santa Claus..

GTVE YOT]R BLOOD !!!

Tuesday Dec,29 ,2014 and Monday
Jan. 25,2016: Blood Donation Clinic,
Brockville Paul Weagle for times and
to volunteer: 613 -283 2256
page2 of 4

Bro. GEORGE CLARK RE,CEIVES G. L.os HIGHE,ST HoNoUR

Grand Master Visits True Briton's to present Wiiliam Mercer Wilson Medal

Bro George Clark
wearing the William
Mercer Wilson Medal and
receiving the citation from
Grand Lodge at the hand
of the Grand Master

F

shown here ,left to right,
W.Bro Ken Turriff. W.M.
R.W.Bro Paul Todd, D.G.M
Bro W. GEORGE CLARK.
M.W.Bro John C. Green.
Grand Master, Grand Lodge
of Canada in the Province of
Ontario
R.W.Bro. Alex Whitehorne,
DDGM, St. Lawrence Dist.
(P hoto gr

aph c ourte sy
Grant Machan)

W.

Br o,

M.W.Bro John C. Green together with a retinue of Past and Present
Grand Lodge officers attended True Briton's at the regular meeting of
November 2 to present Ontario Freemasonry's most prestigious award to our
Tyler of 30 years, Bro. William George Clark.
A total of 42 brethren including 20 members of No. l4 were present to witness this event, along with Bro
Clark's son, Ken. and his two daughters. Guests included 15,past or present officers of Grand Lodge including
our own District Deputy Grand Master, R.W.Bro Alex Whitehorne, the Deputy Grand Master, Paul Todd, and
two members of the Executive of the St. Lawrence District Masonic Association. Presiding over the meeting was
our W.Master Ken Tuniff, ably assisted by our Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro. Ron Morrow.
The William Mercer Wilson Medal is named after the first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, formed in
I 855 to succeed a series of Provincial Grand Lodges dating backto 1792
Recipients of the W.M.W. Medal are restricted to brethren who have never served as Worshipful Masters and who
are not in line for that office. The recipient must have made valuable contributions to his lodge, his church or religious
affiliation, and to his community and must have been exemplary in the virtues required of a Freemason.
The selection process begins with a nomination by the brother's lodge which is submitted to a Committee of Crand Lodge.
Finally, tlre nomination must be approved by the Grand Master, after which the brother's lodge must again confirm its
choice. Bro Clark was one of only 5 brethren in the province to receive the award in the current Masonic Year
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FREEMASONRY
a secret society or not

?

all heard that rather outworn statemento
-"Freemasonry
is not a secret society but a society with
You have

secretstt.
Recently a little card has been circulated for our use which
begins "What Masonry Is...".containing ten positive
descriptors and eight negative ones. It is a handy and
clever little piece which we all ought to carry for
distribution to interested non-Masons. But it contains one
line that is of questionable accuracy:
"It is not a secret society because it does not conceal its
existence
The Oxford English Dictionary defines a secret society as
one whose members are sworn to secrecy about it. By that
definition, Freemasonry rb a Secret society. There are
many such societies who do not deny their existence but
which. nevertheless, must be counted "secret" because
they indeed have secrets. A society which makes no secret
of existence can still be a secret society. Why are
Freemasons so anxious to disavow secrecy when they are
in the constant grip of it ?

THE CONSTANT GRIP
This not a pun but we all aware of certain "signs, grips and
tokens" etc. And we know that the obligation which is the
high point of the E.A. degree alludes to the secrets
exclusively We may cite various virtues as being key to
our belief but adherence to them is not mentioned in the
obligation. Some mention is made of duties and principles
in the obligation in the F.C. Degree and the Five Points
receive approximately two of the four pages allocated to
the obligation in the M.M. Degree.
WHY DISAVOW SECRECY: ?
The public tends to be antagonistic about things that are
kept hidden from it. "Openess" and "Transparency" are
feel- good terms these days Many of us prefer "open
government" Yet even the most passing acquaintance with
history shows that for security and safety there must be a
shell to protect the embryo before it hatches into a
political decision .In social relations, those who claim to
have secrets arouse suspicion and we suspect this is a
major reason why people are suspicious of our craft ,and
why some candidates are repelled by it
SECRECY AND TNDIVIDUAL FREEDOM

main reasons. They cherish the treasures of liberty
,equality and fraternity
and other qualities that enhance individual liberty, and
they have secrets. They meet and discuss in secret. Big
brother never knows what the brethren are saying or
doing. I think a society which prohibits people, or groups
of people from having secrets would one the most
repressive imaginable, The most precious form of privacy
is private thought. Every person is privileged to have
thoughts known only to himself and God, and to
whomever he trusts and which he need not confess to
policeman, priest or public prosecutor. The most amusing
aspect of the so-called social media is the temptation to
surrender this privilege and to reveal our most personal
thoughts in order to gain "friends" (attention) and then to
be surprised when the whole world learns what we have
said. So ,we suggest there is value in the secrecy of
Freemasonry which need not be surrendered.. But surely
the value of the rest of Masonic teaching and practice is
far more important.

A BETTER BALANCE IN THE RITUAL
It is not enough to say in defense ofour secrecy that
"...it is merely a part of our ceremonial
inheritance".Our ceremony or WORK is the heart of our
craft and in it and only in it can one find out what the craft
really is. The first impression of the craft is made in the
E.A. degree.Accordingly, The Obligation in that
degree ought to be revised to achieve a better balance
between secrecy and the essence of Freemasonry This
because the place to start changing the perception of
Freemasonry as a Secret Society is with the members
themselves. One of the most valuable activities of the
lodge is to teach Freemasons what they may say about the
craft and how to say it and thus to overcome any
intimidation and over-caution that the obligation may have

inspired.

SqnfH

The kid excitedly told his folks what he had
learned in Sunday School aboutthe very first
Christmas: "There wasn't any Santa Claus in
those days so they got some guys on camels to
deliver the presents. Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer wasn't there yet either, so they put this
big light in the sky to find their way around."
(Based in a story by Harry Seeley)

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM TI{E ASS. SEC. !!!

Freemasons have always been distrusted by Totalitarian
regimes - by some Churches, by the German Nazis by the
Russian Czars and then the Russian Communists for two

True Briton's No. 14, G.R.C., A.F. & A.M., "Highlights" DEC., 2015.

Page 4

of 4

