HIGHLIGHTS
TRUE BRITON'S LODGE No. 14, G.R.C., PERTH,ONTARIO .
ST.LAWRENCE DISTRICT, ANCIENT, FREE & ACCEPTED
MASONS
Editor: V.Wor. Bro. Stuart Wm. Howard

1818 f,wo q{r',lndred Y,ars

A motion to raise the annual dues by Ten
Dollars to be effective June 1 was defeated by a
large majority of the 16 brethren in attendance,
The rise had been recommended by The
Committee of General Purposes. Further
attempts to raise or lower the dues must wait
until 2019 because the deadline for sending
invoices this year cannot be delayed.
* ATTENDANCE TROPHY WON
Our delegation of 8 brethren at the official visit
o f the DDGM at Fidelity Lodge, Toledo on
March 4 won the award for best attendance and
is now on display in the lodge.

*

DEMIT GRANTED: Bro Maurice Brown had
requested a demit and this was granted by the
W.Master. He leaves in good standing.
BALLOT FAVOURABLE a brother was approved
for affiliation,
* A PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP was received
and will be subject to the usual procedure,

*

*

o,P,P coMMUNrry LrArsoN oFFrcER AT
LODGE: Bro (Constable) David Bird gave a positive
but analytic presentation on the local OPP
detachment and on the challenges of community
policing which was well received by the brethren .
INSIDE:
Page 2. Statement by The Grand
Master concerning The Office of Grand
Secretary
Pages 3,4, The Good and the

Great

parl2:GARIBALDI

=t=

APRIL

2018

2018

@h*

*DUES REMAIN UNCHANGED

*

fiagfrr's fitssagt

My Brethren:
So far, March can be counted as one of our better
months. I was proud to be part of significant
delegations to Fidelity Lodge on March 4 arrd
Evergreen on March 8. and to have the trophy now
displayed below our Trestle Board. These smaller
lodges deserve our admiration for the service they
provide in their communities.
On the home front, the issue of dues has been
decided for better or for worse for the coming year.
It appears that membership gains are staying ahead of
losses . Bro. Bird's address on March 12 reminds us
how forlunate we are to have outstanding
professionals among our members
May I take this opportunity to recommend a
little reading and study? You all have, or should have
copies of The Book of Work. I suggest you study each
degree carefully and this will help you appreciate
what happens in lodge. Those with speaking parts
should be especially careful to compare the text to
what they have been saying. There are a lot of minor
effors needing correction !!
Those present on March 12 were a little shocked
by the message from the Grand Master outlining proposed
changes in the office of Grand Secretary. The text is
reprinted in this newsletter on page 2 for your
consideration. I am wondering how any brother outside
The Golden Horseshoe could even consider taking on the
role ofGrand Secretary under the proposed new structure.
Finally , we were glad to hear that Bro Nyjill
Wilson will likely be able to receive the F.C. degree at the

April9

meeting,

Fraternally,

ff^

Grsff, W Master
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Op-Ed : COMMENT ON THE
STATEMENT RE THE OFFICE
OF GRAND SECRETARY

Official Statement by M.W.Bro . PAUL E. TODD
March 1,20181
Grand Master

RE: OFFICE OF GRAND SECRETARY
I instruct that this letter be read in all lodges and also
ask that you forward it to anyone who may be
interested in running for this position before April 1.
Pending approval at the Annual Communication,
effective July 19,2018 significant changes will be
made to the offrce of the Grand Secretary.
Effective July 19,2018, the duties of the Grand
Secretary will be amended such that the Grand
Secretary is responsible for Constitutional matters,
correspondence with other Grand Jurisdictions and
managing the affairs of the Grand Master and Deputy

Grand Master, including the planning of Especial
Communications Dedications, Annual
Communication, etc. The office of Grand Secretary
will be parttime only, with the majority of the work
being done from home. A pennanent office location
will nol_be provided for the Grand Secretary in
Hamilton; however, the Grand Secretary will be
expected to travel to the Grand Lodge Office
approximately once per week for meetings and other
duties. There will be no salary or benefits associated
with the offrce of Grand Secretary; however, a small
honorarium will be provided.
An Office Manager will be hired and will be
responsible for managing the staft, the building,
information technology and benevolence.
These changes are contingent on the passing of
certain amendments to the Constitution at the Annual
Communication in July of 2018, as detailed in the
accompanying appendix.
It is rmderstood that anyone running for the
position of Grand Secretary shall take office under the
amended terms and conditions, should the
constitutional amendments be passed.
For claritv, by accepting a nomination and standing
for election to the offrce of Grand Secretary, the
candidate understands and agrees that he shall take
and hold office under the amended terms and
conditions of the office, as set out above and in the
accompanying appendix.
Any questions should be directed to the Deputy
Grand Master, R.W. Bro. David Cameron.

p*ilq.ffo{d,
Grand Master
Master

{D""id$. Qamwwt

We hope that the Grand Master or
one of the Grand officers will soon
provide us with a "White Paper"
setting forth the assumptions and
considerations upon which this statement is based.
We noted in our Jwte2014 issue (Op-Ed. Page 2)
that changes were coming to the Grand Lodge office
especially related to cost control. We speculate that
while well-earned, he salary of the Grand Secretary
has become a burden as the number of dues paylng
members has shrunk.We observe that, hitherto, the
administrative model for Grand Lodge has reflected
the local lodge model with heary duties falling upon
the Secretary and a tendency to keep that officer in
office as long as he is willing and capable.
The statement in the opposite column raises the
following questions :
1. What is the new administrative model for Grand
Lodge? Corporate ? Bureaucratic? Collegial?
2.. Why is the Grand Secretary not to have a
permanent office location in Grand Lodge H.Q.?
3. Will the proposed Office Manager be a Freemason
with significant experience in the craft and to whom

will

he be responsible ?

4. How can a brother not living in the Golden
Horseshoe ever find the time and money to serve as
Grand Secretary if all he will receive is a smail
honorarium and he must travel weekly to Hamilton?
5.What are the curent and proposed provisions for
travel expenses for Grand Lodge officers? Properly,
many of them attend Masonic gatherings all over the
world, and,of necessity,frffiy of them must commute
regularly to Hamilton. Can a brother of modest
resources afford to serve as a G.L. officer ?
The above questions probably betray an ignorance of
the inner workings of Grand Lodge, an ignorance
shared unfortunately by many Masons. They also
invite a response that cat elicit strong support for the
proposed changes. Enlightenment is the Masonic key

Deputy Grand
Master
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cities of Venice, Genoa, Trieste, Naples Ravenna and
Palermo throve on the Mediteruanean trade which in turn
encouraged the concentration in them of highly skilled
craftsmen and a leisure class productive ofscholars and
scientists. Inland, rich agricttltural areas supported cities
like Florence and Milan. Rome ,of course, was the sectt of
first of the Caesars and then of the Popes. It was in these
cities that the great classical Renaissance of the 16'h
Century had begun . a cultural rebirth which embraced the
whole world and made Italy the target of all those wishing
to learn or to pos,sess the art which it generated. All of the
great monarchs ofwestern Europe sought to control the
wealth of ltaly and the papal power of Rome. In
Garibaldi's time the Austrians daminated the north of the
peninsula, the Spanish the south and the French the

THE GOOD AND THE GREAT (part2 of a series)

GIUSEPPE GARIBALDI

A Hero of Two Worlds, a Father of Modern ltaly
A Freemason.
If the parents of The Enlightenment of the 18'h

centre.
,

Century were liberalism and Freemasonry, then surely
Garibaldi was also one of their children. To Garibaldi,
freedom for his native land meant unity and independence
from the absolute rule of any sovereign and Freemasonry
meant a fraternity dedicated to the freedom and
independence of the individual. His life was dedicated to
the unification of Italy and is also a testimony to the

Masonic view of goodness and greatness,
He was born in 1807 in Nice (lVizza) which, although
now part of modern France, was originally in the Kingdom
of Sardinia,{Piedmont, now Italian provinces.. He spent his
youth as a merchant and sailor. In his travels he
encountered the fraternity of the Carbonari which, while
not Masonic was a secret fraternity with rites of initiation,
and dedicated to the resistance of tyranny. Garibaldi
admired the dedication to freedom of the Carbonari,
although he had little time for their arcane rituals. Among
the Carbonari he found Mazzini, today counted as another
father of modern ltaly, who, though eratic and passionate,
reasoned that only if united could Italians rid themselves of
foreign tyrants. He founded La Giovine Italia (yowg
Italv) which Garibaldi joined in 1833
Readers should be aware that, ot that time, there
was no such thing as "Italy" in the political sense. The
Italian peninsula had formed the core of the ancient
Roman Empire and its people spoke rich dialects of Latin.
Racially they included everythingfrom tall, blond blue
eyed teutons in the north to swarthy smaller folk in the
south. They were unified by a common history, by a deep
respecl for classical culture and by their Catholicism. The
poet Dante Atighieri(L265-1321) didfor ltalian much the
same service as Shakespeare later did for English by
creating literary works which are the foundation of the

As a member of Young ltaly, Garibaldi took the oath
to dedicate himself to join the struggle to liberate and unifr
Italy and to end the Austrian domination of the Piedmont
where he took part in the insurrection against Austrian rule
in \824.It failed. Garibaldi was tried and convicted in
absentia and became a fugitive. His flight eventually
brought him to Brazil where he joined the fight with those
opposed to imperial rule. There he adopted his trademark
costume: red shirt, poncho and sombrero, similar to the
clothing of the Brazilian gauchos (cowboys) By 1840.
Garibaldi had gone south to Montevideo in Uruguay which
had a sizeable community of Italian ex-patriots where he
settled and married. In the Uruguayan civil war between
the Reds (Colorados) and Whites (Blancos), he fought for
the Reds, raising an Italian legion and taking command of
the fleet. He proved a successful admiral and general.
In Uruguay he found that the Masonic lodges
offered asylum to European refugees from despotism.
At age 37,in 1844, he was initiated in L'Asil de la
Vertud Lodge in Montivideo. This lodge was not among
those recognized by the United Grand Lodge of
England. Later that year he regularized his Free-masonry by joining Les Amis de la Patrie lodge
(Friends of the Homeland") under the Grand Orient of
France. As with the
Carbonario Garibaldi was

not big on ritual but he saw
the Craft as a network
uniting progressive men as
brothers within nations and

glohally. Eventually he
became The Grand Master of
the Grand Orient of Italy.
ChcpF

modern ltalian language.
The peninsula is divided by mountain ridges and,
,sea. The
until modern times, trade and lravel u'as
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MBMBERS'CORNER
If you are ill in hospital or at home, we
wish you comfort and a speedy
recovery. If you are faced with difficulty
or need, or have achieved some goal or
success, remember that we are your
brothers and call us to share your concern oryour
Joy.

BRETHREI\ ILL OR I1\ CARE
W.Bro Ron Morrow (very ill with flu)
Bro. Nyjill Wilson (recovering from
surgery)
Bro. Gray Palmer (at home)
Bro Doug Smith (at home)

GARIBALDI (continuedfrom col. 1)
.InI847, through the papal nuncio itBrazil, Garibaldi
offered to bring his Italian Legion to defend the
homeland. against reactionary policies and foreign
domination but his offer was ignored. Then, as
revolutions broke out throughout Italy, Garibaldi did
bring sixty of his legionaires home and offered his
services to the King of Sardinia/Piedmont who seemed
sympathetic to the liberal cause. Meanwhile Pope Pius,
under pressure from the Italian Cardinals and the Curia
had moved away from his liberal-reform stance. and
became increasingly reactionary . Qhi s ac c ount of
Garibaldi will be concluded in the May Issue)

W.Bro Jim Doel recovering from heart surgery.

HfiPPY ANNIVENSfiNY ENEETINES

cordially invites you to its
2OOTH ANMVERSARY BANQUET
Saturday, September 22"d
.

at

EIINEBATULATIIINS to the followind brethren
lqho were initiated into Freemasonry in APRIL
V.W.Bro. Ralph McElroy 1962
Bro. Edward Walter Cross, 1964 (Sudbury)
W. Bro. Stewart Evans, l97l
1978 (Athens)
W.Bro. Charles Reid,
W.Bro. Robert A. Cosh l99l
W.Bro. Bill Kirkham,
1994
2003
Bro. David Bird,

GARIBALDI (continued i ""
frompage 3) The catholic
frffi
.

'

church had been opposed to the
movement to unifr Italy, partly
because it was led by liberals
and partly to maintain complete
control of the small states
surrounding Rome, as insuranc" n"t, ,r&,,,,,.#;fi.."11 .
against domination of the
papacy by the French or the
Austrians. In 1846 Pius fX
t-L
became Pope and. began a two
year program of reform in the Papal states. Garibaldi
wrote to Pius offering his support but received no
reply.
(concluded in next column)

TI# LIONS' HALL
(Halton St. at Arthur St, Perth)
in the presence of
g(qN'.Sro paut q,. 6;odd
Grand Master of The Grand Lodge of
Canada in the Province of Ontario
reception : 5:00 p.m. o'clock
dinner: 6:00 p.m. o'clock
preceded by an emergent lodge meeting
at2:00 p. m (time to be confirmed)
(seating in lodge limited to 80)
Tickets: S40.00 per person, Masons
only. Dress: Tuxedo or Business Suit

R.S.V.P True Briton's members by
March 26; others by April 26,2018 to
W.Bro C.E.Church
134 Otty Way,Perth, ON., K7H 3C5
613 264 83 12 .>>>tchurch @ripnet.com
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